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ATT 

Atte'mpt. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. An attack. 

If we be always prepared to receive an enemy, we mail long 
live in peace and quietnefs, without any attempts upon us. Bacon. 

2. An effay ; an endeavour. 

Alack ! I am afraid, they have awak'd ; 

And ’tis not done, th’ attempt , and not the deed. 

Confounds us. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

He would have cry’d ; hut hoping that he dreamt. 

Amazement ty’d his tongue, and flopp’d th’ attempt. Dryd. 

I fubjoin the following attempt towards a natural hiilorv of 
fofills. Woodward on Fojfils. 

Atte'mptable. adj. [from attempt .] Liable to attempts or 
ACtcic ks 

The gentleman vouching his to be more fair, virtuous, wife, 
anJ lefs attemptable than the rareft of our ladies. Shak. Cymbel. 
Atte'mpter. n.f. [from attempt .] 

1. The perfon that attempts ; an invader. 

The Son of God, with godlike force endu d 
Againft th’ atternpter of thy Father’s throne. Par. Lojl , b. iv. 

2. An endeavourer. 

You are no fa£tors for glory or treafure, but difintercued 
attempters for the univerfal good. Glanville's Scepf. Scientifica. 

To AT TEND, v. a. [attendre, Fr. attende, Lat.] 

1. To regard ; to fix the mind upon. 

The crow doth fing as fweetly as the ftorlc, _ 

When neither is attended. Shakefp. Merck, of Venice. 

2. To wait on; to accompany as an inferiour. 

His companion, youthful Valentine, 

Attends the emperour in his royal court. Sh.T. Gent, of / er. 

3. To accompany as an enemy. 

He was at prefent llrong enough to have flopped or attended 
Walter in his weftern expedition. Clarendon , b. viu. 

4. To be prefent with, upon a fummons. 

If any miniftcr refufed to admit a kaurer recommended by 
him, he was required to attend upon the committee, and not 
difeharged till the houfes met again. Clarendon. 

5. To accompany; to be appendant to. 

England is fo idly king’d. 

Her feeptre fo fantaftically born, 

T hat fear attends her not. Shakefp. Henry V . 

My pray’rs and wifhes always fhall attend 
The friends of Rome. . . Addifon’s Cato. 

A vehement, burning, fixed, pungent pain in the flomach, 
attended with a fever. “ Arbuthnot on Diet. 

6. To expert. This fenfe is French. 

So dreadful a tempcfl, as all the people attended therein the 
very end of the world, and judgment-day. Raleigh s tijl. 

n. To wait on, as on a charge. 

' The fifth had charge fick perfons to attend , 

And comfort thofe in point of death which lay. Fairy df 
8. T<> be confequent to. 

The duke made that unfortunate defeent upon Rhee, which 
was afterwards attended with many unprofperous attempts. Oar. 
n. To remain to ; to await; to be in florc for. 

To him, who hath a profpeft of the flatc that attends all men 
after this, the mcafures of good and evil arc changed. Locke. 

10. To wait for infidioufly. 

Thy interpreter, full of defpight, bloody as the hunter, at- 
tends thee at the orchard end. Snakefp. Twelfth Rigid. 

11. To be bent upon any object. 

Their hunger thus appeas’d, their care attends 
The doubtful fortune of their abfent friends. Dryd. Virgil. 

12. To flay for. 

I died whilft in the womb he flaid. 

Attending nature’s law. Shakefp. Cymlehne. 

I haften to our own ; nor will relate 
Great Mithridatcs, and rich Crcefus’ fate ; 

Whom Solon wifely counfcll d to attend f 

The name of happy, till he knew his end. Dryden s Jicv. 

ToAttf.'nd. v.n. 

1. To yield attention. 

But, thy relation now ' for I attend , 

Pleas’d with thy words. Milton’s Par. Lojl, b. mi. 

Since man cannot at the lame time attend to two objects, it 
you employ your fpirit upon a book or a bodily labour, you 
have no room left for fenlual temptation. Taylor s Holy Living. 

2. To flay ; to delay. 

This firfl true caufe, and lafl good end. 

She cannot here fo well, and truly fee; 

For this perfection fhe mufl yet attend, . 

1 ill to her Maker flic cfpoufed be. Sir J. Davies. 

Plant anemonics after thefirft rams, ,f you w.l have flowers 
very forward ; but it is furer to attend till October or the 
month after. v 1 Evelyn s Kalendar. 

Attendance, n.f. [attendance, rr.J . 

1 . 1 he act of waiting on another ; or of ferving. 

1 dance attendance here, 

] think the duke will not be fpokc withal. Shakefp. R. .III. 
For he, of win m thefe things are fpoken, pe.tameth to 

another tribe, of which no man gave attendance J. the al- 

Jtleb. vn. 1 3. 
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The other, after many years attendance upon the duke, wai 
now one of the bedchamber to the prince. Clarendon. 

2. Service. 

Why might not you, my lord, receive attendance 
From thofe that fhc calls fervants ? Shakefp. King Lear. 

3. The perfons waiting ; a train. 

Attendance none fhall need, nor train ; where none 
Are to behold the judgment, but the judg’d, 

Thofe two. Miltons Paradije Loji, b. x. /. g 0| 

4. Attention ; regard. 

Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 

1 Tim. iv. i j, 

5. Expectation ; a fenfe now out of ufe. 

That which caufeth bitternefs in death, is the languifhing 
attendance and expectation thereof ere it come. Hooker, b. 1. 
Attendant, adj. [ attendant , Fr.] Accompanying as fubor. 
dinate. 

Other funs, perhaps, 

With their attendant moons, thou wilt deferv. 
Communicating male and female light. Par. Loft, l, vijj. 
Atte'ndant. n. f. 

1. One that attends. 

I will be returned forthwith ; difmifs your attendant there; 
look it be done. Shakefp. Othello. 

2. One that belongs to the train. 

When fome gracious monarch dies. 

Soft whifpers firlt and mournful murmurs rife 
Among the fad attendants. _ Dryden, 

3. One that waits the plcafure of another, as a fuitor or agent. 

I endeavour that my reader may not wait long for my 
meaning : to give an attendant quick difpatch is a civility. 

Burnet’s Theory, Prefaie. 

4. One that is prefent at any thing. 

He was a conflant attendant at all meetings relating to cha- 
rity, without contributing. Swift's Fates of Clergymen. 

5. In law’. One that oweth a duty or (ervice to another; or, 

after a fort, dependeth upon another. _ Loud. 

6. That which is united with another; a concomitant; aeon- 
fequent. 

Beware, 

And govern well thy appetite, leil tin 
Surprize thcc, and her black attendant, death. Par.L.b.y ii. 
They fccurc themfclves firfl from doing nothing, and then 
from doing ill ; the one being fo clofe an attendant on the 
other, that it is fcarce poflible to fever them. Decay of Piety 

He had an unlimited fenfe of fame, the attendant of noble 
fpirits, which prompted him to engage in travels. Ptp.EjJ.onB. 

It is hard to take into view all the attendants or confcqucnts 
that will be concerned in the determination of a quelhon. 

Watts's Improvement of the Mini. 
Atte'nder. n.f. [from attend.] Companion; aliociate. 

The gypfies were there, 

Like lords to appear, 

With fuch their attenders. 

As you thought offenders. Ben Johnfon s UyfJ.u. 

Att'ent. ad. [ attentus , Lat.] Intent; attentive; heedful; 

regardful. . . 

Now mine eyes fhall be open, and mine cars at tent untotne 

prayer that is made in this place. 2 Ckron. vu. 1 j. 

What can then be lefs in me than defire, 

To fee thee, and approach thee, whom 1 know, 

Declar’d the Son of God, to hear attent . 

Thy wifdom, and behold thy godlike deeds. P ar. Regam/d. 
Read your chapter in your prayers; little interruptions wi 
make your prayers lefs tedious, and yourfdf more attent upon 

them ; 3 Taylor's Guide to Devotion. 

To want of judging abilities, we may add their want of 
leifure to apply their minds to fuch a ferious and attent conl.u- 

Being denied communication by their car, ^their eyes are 
more vigilant, attent, and heedful. Holder s El. oj Sp • 
A'ttentates. «. f [ attentata , Lat.] Proceedings m a coon 
of judicature, pending fuit, and after an inhibition is doree 
and gone out ; thofe things which are done after an c : 
dicial appeal, may likewife be filled attentates. Ay f 
Attention. «. f [attention, Fr.] The ad of attending or 
heeding ; the adl of bending tire mind upon any thing. 

They fay the tongues of dying men .. 

Inforcc attention like deep harmony. Shakefp. jj. w 
He perceived nothing but filcncc, and figns o ^ a 
what he would further fay. Bacon s ) 

But him tlie gentle angel by the hand xi . 

Soon rais’d, and his attention thus recall d. Par. Jgh- 
By attention the ideas, that offer thcmfelves, are tAcnnt 
of, and, as it were, regiflercd in the memory. 

Attention is a very necefTary thing; truth doth , u ir j. 
flrike the foul at firfl fight. H aits s Intprov. of he M ^ 

Attentive, adj. [from attent.] Heedful; rtgar j 

attention. . , ... . „ff p n ua l dif- 

Being moved with thefe and the like you entered 

courfes, whereunto we gave moil attentive ear, til 1 7 n ^„ 


courfes, 
even unto our fouls. 


7 Hooker', Prefff 
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Mufick’s force can tame the furious bead , 

Can make the wolf, or foaming boar, rcflrain 
His rage ; the lion drop his crefled main, p r/flr< 

aSSEtS?. 5 The fa.c of being 
b, the king, bow .««*«»/. 

Attendant, adj. [attenuans, Lat.] What has the power of 

tTatT LNUATE. V°a. [attenuc, Lat.] To make thin, or 

flU Thc finer part belonging to the juice of grapes, being atte- 
nuated wii fubtilized, was changed into an ardent pin - g 
Vinegar curd, put upon an egg, not only d.flolvc, the fhul, 

but sAto attenuates tire white contained 111 it into a hmpid water. 

IViJcinan s inagery. 

It is of the nature of acids to dilTolve or attenuate, and of 
alkalies to precipitate or incrafTate. Rewton [f'Jf 

The ingredients are digefted and attenuated by lieat, they 
are fhrrcd and conflantlv agitated by wind:. Arbuth. on Air. 
Attenuate, adj. [from the verb.] Made thin, or fkndcr. 
Vivification ever confiftcth in fpirits attenuate, which the 
cold doth congeal and coagulate. Bacons Ratural Hijlory. 
Attenua'tion. n.f. [from attenuate.] Inc act of making 
any thing thin or Render; leflcning. . 

Chinrincr with a hammer upon the outfide of a hell, the found 
will be according to the inward concave of the bell ; whereas 
the elifion or attenuation of the air, can be only between the 
hammer and the outfide of the bell. Bacon's Rat. Hijlory. 

A' i ter, n.f [axcp. Sax. venom.] Corrupt matter. A word 
much ufed in Lincolnfhire. Skinner. 

To Atte'st. v. a. [attcflor, Lat.] 
j. To bear witnefs of ; to witnefs. _ 

ALny particular fails are recorded in holy writ, at tefled by 
particular pagan authors. Aildifon on the Chrijlian Religion. 

2. 'To call to witnefs ; to invoke as confcious. 

The facred flreams, which hcav’n’s imperial flatc 
Attejls in oaths, and fears to violate. Dryden 5 AEncid. 

Attest, n.f [from the verb] Witnefs; tellimony ; at- 
tcflation. 

With the voice divine 

Nigh thunderflruck, th’ exalted man, to whom 
Such high attejl was giv’n, a whde furvey’d 
With wonder. " Paradife Regained, b. i. 

Attest a'tion. n.f. [from attejl.] Tcflimony ; witnefs; evi- 
dence. 

There remains a fccond kind of peremptorinefs, of thofe 
who can make no relation without an atiejlation of its cer- 
tainty. Government of the Tongue. 

The next coal-pit, mine, quarry, or cludk-pit, will give at- 
tejlation to what 1 write, thefe are fo obvious that I need not 
feck for a compurgator. Woodward's Nat. Flijlory. 

We may derive a probability’ from the atiejlation of wife and 
lioneft men by word or writing, or the concurring witnefs of 
multitudes who have fecn and known what they relate. Watts. 
Atti'cuous. adj. [attiguus, Lat.] Hard by; adjoining. Dim. 
To Atti'nge. v.a. [attingo, Lat.J To touch lightly or gently. 

Did. 

ToATlTRE. v.a. [ttuirer, Fr.] TodrcE; to habit; to ar- 
ray. 

Let it likewife your gentle breafl infpire 
With fwcet infufion, and put you in mind 

Of that proud maid, whom now thofe leaves attire. 

Proud Daphne. Speifer, Sonnet xxxvii. 

My Nan fhall be the queen of all the fairies ; 

Finely attired in a robe of white. Shakefp. M. ID. of Il'indf. 
With the linen mitre fhall he be attired. Lev. xvi. 4. 

Now the fappy boughs 

Attire thcmfelves with blooms. Philips. 

Atti're. n.f. [from the verb ] 

1. Clothes; drefs ; habit. 

It is no more difgrace to Scripture to have left things free to 
be ordered by the church, than for nature to have left it to the 
wit of man to devife his own attire. Hooker, b. iii. 

After that the Roman attire grew to be in account, and the 
gown to be in ufe among them. Sir John Davies on Ireland. 
T hv fumptuous buildings, and thy wife’s attire. 

Hath cofl a mafs of publick treafury. 

Sbakefpeare's Henry VI. p. ii. 
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Donnti 

Waller. 


Dryd. 


And in this coarf e attire, which I now wear, 

With God and with the Mufes Ico^r- 
\V hen lavifh nature, with her belt attire, 

Cloaths the gay fpring, the feafon of ^ lirc ‘ 

I pafs their form, and ev ry charming grace* 

But their attire, like liveries of a kind. 

All rich and rare, is frefh within my mind. 

2 . In hunting. Thorns , bud: or Bug. 

but commonly of "hroe parts. oottr I a " fli Sotver, 

- - a 
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A-JJSSm. [altitude, Fr. front a,„. ltd.] The pollute 

or aSBon In »hkh a llatueor paimcJ figure u j 

lieruin; would have taken hts op.nton “P“ 

“ H Ttey°were E famous otiginaU that gave rife to ««ucs, wth 

the fame air, poflure, and attitudes. 

AttJSJ! adj. [attollens, Lat.] That which raifes or hits up. 

I fhall farther take notice of the exquifite libration of th 
attoUent and depriment mufcles. Derhanfs , £>• 

Attorney, n.f [attomatus, low Lat. from tour, 1 r. Cdm qu, 
vient a tour ePauirui ; qui altcriusvicesju. -.t . J 
1. Such a perfon as by content, commandment, or requef., take-, 
heed, fees, and takes upon him the charge of other men s bufi- 
nef., in their abfence. Attorney is either general or facial . 
Attorney general is he that by general authority is appointed to 
all our affairs or fuits ; as the attorney general of the king, which 
Is nearly the fame with Procurator Grfans in the Roman em- 
pire. 'Attorneys general are made either by the kings letters 
patent, or by our appointment before juflices in eyre, in open 
court. Attorney fpeclal or particular , is he that is employed in 
one or more caufes particularly fpccified. Tfiere are ulfo, ul 
refpccl of the divers courts, attorneys at large, and attorneys /pe- 
dal, belonging to this or that court only. Lowe.. 

Attorney s in common la\v% are nearly the fame with proctors 
in the civil law, and foiicitors in courts of equity. 
fuc out writs or proccfs, or commence, carry on, and defend 
adlions, or otlier proceedings, in the names of other perfons, 
in the courts of common law. None arc admitted to a^t 
without having ferved a elerkfhip for five years, taking the 
proper oath, being enrolled, and examined by the judges. 1 he 
attorney general pleads within the bar. 1 o him come warrants 
for making out patents, pardons, (Ac. and he is the principal 
manager of all law affairs of the crown. Chambers. 

I am a fubjecl. 

And challenge law : attorneys are deny’d me. 

And therefore perfonally I la , my claim 

To mine inheritance. Shakefp. RuhardU. 

The king’s attorney , on the contrary, 

Urg’d on examinations, proofs, confeifions, 

Of divers witneffes. Shakefp. Henry VIIL 

Dcfpairing quacks with curies fled the place. 

And vile attorneys, now an ufclefs race. Pope, Epijl. iii. 

2. It was anciently ufed for thole who did any bullnels for an- 
other ; now only in law. 

I will attend my hufband ; it is my office ; 

A 1 *11 kiil > r *iyi *" 

lie 

Why fhould calamity be lull of words ? 

— Windy attorneys to their client woes, 

Airy fuccecdersof inteflate joys. Shakefp. Richard lilt- 

To Atto'rney. v. a. [from the noun; the verb is now no 
in ufe.] 

1. To perform by proxy. 

Their encounters, though not perfonal, have been royally 
attornied with interchange of gifts. Slakefp. I! inter's Ta/es 

2. To employ as a proxy. 

As I was then 

Advcrtifing, and holy to your bufinefs, 

Not changing heart with habit, I am Hill 
Attornied to your fervice. Shakefp. Meafure for Measure. 
Atto'rnev ship, n.f [from attorney.] The office of an at- 
torney. 

But marriage is a matter of more wofth, 

T han to be dealt in by attorneyjbip. Shakefp. Henry VI. 
Atto'urkment. n.f. [attoumemer.t, Fr.] An yielding of the 
tenant to a new lord, or acknowledgment of him to be his 
lord ; for, otherwise, lie that buyeth or obtained! any lands or 
tenements of another, which are in die occupation of a thud, 
cannot get poffeffion. Cowel. 

T o ATTRA CT, v a. [attraho, attradum, Lat.] 
l . To draw to fomething. 

A man fhould fcarce perfuade the affections of the loadflone, 
or that jet and amber attradtth ftraws and light bodies. 

Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

The 


And will have no attorney but myfelf ; 

And therefore let me have him home. Shak. Com. of Err , 


